KIKTJNOSUKE ONOYE IS A LADYLIKE GENTLEMAN   I JI
tors, explained Kikunosuke. The appellation,
oyama^ is derived from the name of a famed Osaka
puppet handler of the Tokugawa era who was
especially clever with female dolls.
At this moment a bell sounded and Kikuno-
suke announced that he would have to go to his
dressing room in order to prepare for his forth-
coming role. He invited me to come along, He
shares his dressing room with several other players,
for though there is much rank distinction in the
kabuM) only the few top-notch stars such as Kiku-
goro and Uzasmon are allowed the privilege of
having private dressing rooms.
In his dressing room, Kikunosuke explained
that he quite naturally joined his father's troupe
which is tinder contract to the Shochifcu theatre
chain which has also taken under its wing the
famed Bunrakuza puppet theatre in Osaka, thus
preserving the slowly waning theatre arts of the
past. Within this modern frame the old theatre
system is still maintained. Shochiku does not
pay each actor individually, but gives Kikugoro
Onoye, the head of the Onoye troupe, a lump
sum for all his expenses. This sum is divided in
the old manner, depending on the player's rank
and the success of the play. Kikunosuke, in
normal times, receives about 800 yen a month,